
 
 

 

 

Monday June 12th 2017 

 

For the attention of Mr. Sorin Grindeanu, Prime Minister of Romania. 

 

For the attention of Mr. Călin Popescu-Tăriceanu, Chairman of the Senate of Romania. 

For the attention of Mr. Liviu Dragnea, Chairman of the Chamber of Deputies of Romania. 

 

 

Dear Mr. Sorin Grindeanu, Prime Minister of Romania and Chairmen, 

 

Re. National Minority Languages: Modifying Law 215/2001 

 

On behalf of the European Language Equality Network (ELEN), which represents 44 minoritsed 

languages with 150 member organisations in 22 European states, we are writing to you to call for your 

support for a modification of Law 215/2001 outlined below with regard to Romania’s national minority 

languages. 

 

The use of national minority languages in public administration is a central element of minority rights 

protection. To its credit, Romania was among the first states to ratify the Framework Convention for the 

Protection of National Minorities in 1995 and has also ratified the European Charter of Regional and 

Minority Languages (Language Charter) in 2007. Both conventions aim to ensure inter alia the right to 

use of a minority language in relations with the administrative authorities and have topographical 

signage also in minority languages. 

 

Romanian leaders have repeatedly stated, both domestically and internationally, that the respect for 

international treaties and rule of law is a priority and part of the democratization process of the 

Romanian state. However, despite the declared commitments and obligations resulting from the 

ratification of the aforementioned treaties, Romania has not aligned its domestic legislation with 

international standards. Moreover, the implementation of existing legal provisions related to minority 

language use has not received the necessary attention. Indeed, many public institutions responsible for 

implementing and enforcing the relevant law have been indifferent or even hostile to this issue. 

 

Taking into account the above, the European Language Equality Network (ELEN) welcomes the proposed 

amendments submitted by the Democratic Alliance of Hungarians in Romania for modifying Law 

215/2001, which would bring it in line with international standards. 

 



 For this reason, we call on the Government of Romania to respect its public commitments and 

international obligations. Therefore, we request the governing coalition to support the legislative 

change and ensure that the amendments address the following minimum provisions: 

 

 Lowering the general thresholds for official use of minority languages in by the public 

administration to 10% in accordance with the recommendations made by the Committee of 

Experts of the Language Charter; 

 Guaranteeing multilingual public administration (both orally and in writing) in all administrative-

territorial units covered by the Law through proper financing; 

 Introducing and ensuring the use of forms and documents also in minority languages in all 

administrative-territorial units covered by the Law. 

 Ensuring the right to have street signs and other topographical signage intended for the public 

covered by the aforementioned treaties also in minority languages.  

 

Should you require any further information please do not hesitate to contact us. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

     
Ferran Suay, ELEN President    Davyth Hicks, ELEN Secretary-General 

ferran@suay.cat     elen.secretariat@elen.ngo   

 

 

Copied to: the Secretariat of the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages, Council of 
Europe; the Secretariat of the Framework Convention for National Minorities, Council of Europe; EU 
Commissioner Tibor Navracsics; EU Commissioner Věra Jourová; the European Parliament Intergroup for 
Traditional Minorities, National Communities and Languages; the Council of Europe Commissioner for 
Human Rights; the UN Office of the High-Commissioner for Human Rights; the OSCE High Commissioner 
for National Minorities; the UN Special Rapporteur for Minorities. 

 

ELEN represents 44 lesser-used languages with 150 member organisations in 22 European states and has 

consultative status with the European Parliament, the Council of Europe, the UN and UNESCO. 
 

 
ELEN Head Office, 6 plasenn Gwirioù Mab-Den / place des Droits de l'Homme, Ti ar Vro 

29270 Karaez / Carhaix, BREIZH/ BRETAGNE.  Tél : 00 33 (0)6 60 88 97 78 
www.elen.ngo  
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